Hon. Jim Watson 

Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 

777 Bay St, 17th Flr 

Toronto ON 

M5G 2E5

Dear Hon. Minister Watson,

As the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, you oversee, as your website outlines, the provincial government’s role in securing “safe and strong” communities, with “dynamic local economies, abundant greenspace and a quality of life that is second to none.”

With these goals in mind, I am asking you to intervene and declare a Provincial Interest in the Toronto Film Studios appeal at the Ontario Municipal Board, case no. PL051314 set to begin on May 5th, 2008.

This application, which looks to turn 18 acres of Toronto’s waterfront gateway at 629, 633 and 675 Eastern Avenue into 744,660 square feet of BIG BOX retail with 1900 parking spots will have significant impact not only on these 'Employment Lands' but on Toronto's East Waterfront Communities and the long term health of Toronto’s economy. 

Piggybacking this application for Big Box retail on a prior application from 2004 – on the old Official Plan (a plan that is outdated and has no relevance to managing sustainable growth in Ontario), Smart!Centres is circumventing the City’s new Official Plan and recent Provincial Policies designed to nurture growth and sustainability. I feel the amendments to the original application are so significant they should not be permitted.

Your government’s policies have correctly identified the necessity of having sound planning which balances the need for strong communities, good jobs and environmental responsibility. The Places to Grow Plan gives municipalities greater control over the destiny of their employment lands. Policy 2.2.6 of the Places to Grow Plan specifically states that major retail uses are considered non-employment uses. It is in the best interest for the community and city that the employment be varied and not limited to essentially one skill set level, as the current appeal before the OMB dictates. 

The proposed application seeks to rezone the last piece of employment district in the old City of Toronto. The City of Toronto has followed your policies and has listened to the community, refusing the application to rezone.

The decision on the future of this vital piece of property is now before the Ontario Municipal Board, a matter which concerns the community deeply. Due to legal reasons which we quite frankly do not understand, the applicant does not have to be consistent with neither the Provincial Policy Statement 2005, nor the Provincial Places to Grow Plan, nor Bill 51. If this application was made today, Smart Centres would have to comply with all of these Provincial policies. 

More recently, the OMB has recently granted a motion by 2006199 Ontario Inc., owners of the adjacent
property at 721 Eastern Ave. that will allow them to ask for the same decision at the end of the hearing without having to go through the City’s application process. We fear that East Toronto’s gateway to the Waterfront will become the next golden mile of BIG BOX retail and urban sprawl.

Due to the fact that the Places to Grow Plan will not be a deciding factor in this OMB hearing, we are concerned that the largest power centre in the former City of Toronto may be approved by the OMB without a critical review of Provincial interest. In fact, if the application was made today, we are advised by the City, that Smart Centres would not be allowed to appeal their application to the OMB. In our respectful opinion, this developer should not be allowed to ignore the Provincial planning interest, which we believe is very important.

Recently, Mayor David Miller wrote to you requesting your intervention in this appeal.  He is not only supported by City Council, but also by the Film Board, local business and the East Toronto Community.

We respectfully request that you defend the Province's insightful legislation, and protect good jobs and vibrant communities by issuing a declaration of Provincial Interest. 

Name: __________________________________

Address:_________________________________

Signature: __________________________________

Rick Bartolucci

Minister of Community Safety and Correctional Services

rbartolucci.mpp@liberal.ola.org 

Chris Bentley

Attorney General

cbentley.mpp@liberal.ola.org 

Margarett Best

Minister of Health Promotion

mbest.mpp@liberal.ola.org  

Jim Bradley

Minister of Transportation

jbradley.mpp@liberal.ola.org  

Michael Bryant

Minister of Aboriginal Affairs

Government House Leader

mbryant.mpp@liberal.ola.org 

Donna Cansfield

Minister of Natural Resources 

MPP Etobicoke Centre

dcansfield.mpp@liberal.ola.org 

David Caplan

Minister of Public Infrastructure Renewal

dcaplan.mpp@liberal.ola.org 

Aileen Carroll

Minister of Culture

Minister Responsible for Seniors

acarroll.mpp@liberal.ola.org 

Michael Chan

Minister of Citizenship and Immigration

mchan.mpp@liberal.ola.org  

Leona Dombrowsky

Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs

ldombrowsky.mpp@liberal.ola.org 

Brad Duguid

Minister of Labour

bduguid.mpp@liberal.ola.org 

Dwight Duncan

Minister of Finance

dduncan.mpp@liberal.ola.org 

Peter Fonseca

Minister of Tourism

pfonseca.mpp@liberal.ola.org  

John Gerretsen

Minister of the Environment

jgerretsen.mpp@liberal.ola.org  

Michael Gravelle

Minister of Northern Development and Mines 

mgravelle.mpp@liberal.ola.org  

Deb Matthews

Minister of Children and Youth Services

Minister Responsible for Women’s Issues

dmatthews.mpp@liberal.ola.org   

Dalton McGuinty

Premier

dmcguinty.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org  

Ted McMeekin

Minister of Government and Consumer Services

tmcmeekin.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org  

Madeleine Meilleur

Minister of Community and Social Services

Minister Responsible for Francophone Affairs

mmeilleur.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org  

John Milloy

Minister of Training, Colleges and Universities

jmilloy.mpp@liberal.ola.org  

Gerry Phillips

Minister of Energy

gphillips.mpp@liberal.ola.org 

Sandra Pupatello

Minister of Economic Development and Trade

spupatello.mpp@liberal.ola.org 

Monique Smith

Minister of Revenue

msmith.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org  

George Smitherman

Minister of Health and Long-Term Care

gsmitherman.mpp@liberal.ola.org 

Harinder Takhar

Minister of Small Business and Entrepreneurship

htakhar.mpp@liberal.ola.org 

Jim Watson

Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing

jwatson.mpp@liberal.ola.org 

John Wilkinson

Minister of Research and Innovation

jwilkinson.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org 

Kathleen Wynne

Minister of Education

kwynne.mpp@liberal.ola.org 

Peter Tabuns, MPP

tabunsp-co@ndp.on.ca
Mayor David Miller 
mayor_miller@toronto.ca

